
St Patrick’s it won’t be 
practical to open these 
churches until social dis-
tancing measures are re-
laxed. The side aisles and 
greater space in St Joseph’s 
and English Martyrs’ 
means that they will be 
easier to arrange for reo-
pening. Even so, it will 
require blocking off alter-
nate rows and the centre of 
the pews so that everyone 
can keep their distance. I 
will also have to carefully 
consider how to administer 
Holy Communion too.  

In any case, we are not yet 
at the point of enacting all 
this, until we get the green 
light to reopen. When we 
do open again, we will 
need stewards to help with 
seating and with spacing 
for Holy Communion. If 
you are prepared to volun-
teer, then please let me 
know now! 

This beautiful icon shows 
what this time of the 
Church’s calendar is all 
about: joining Our Lady, 
Queen of the Apostles, and 
the whole Church in pray-
er for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. I hope you 
were all able to start the 
Pentecost Novena on Fri-
day. I am giving a reflec-
tion each day, based on the 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit, on 
the Partnership of Parishes 
YouTube channel. Please 
go there if you haven’t 
watched any of the videos 
yet. 

While we still don’t have a 
date for when our churches 
will be open again, we 
have been asked by the 
Archbishop to start consid-
ering how this might take 
place, and to stock up on 
supplies to make social 
distancing possible. In oth-
er countries, they started 
with opening for private 
prayer first. In most coun-
tries where Mass  has be-
gun again, numbers of peo-
ple attending are limited. 
I’ve seen arrangements 
where people have to sign 
up or get tickets. I think 
this will be something we 
will have to do too.  

I think that given the size 
and layout of St John’s and 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Mary Magdalene de 

Pazzi 
1566-1607 

Mary was a Carmelite nun 
who was renowned as a 
mystic. She learned to 
meditate on the Passion of 
Christ at the age of nine, 
and at that age started to 
practise mortification. At 
ten, she received First Ho-
ly Communion and made a 
vow of perpetual virginity. 

Her father wanted her to 
marry, but she persuaded 
him to let her become a 
nun, and he relented. She 
entered the convent at 15. 
Within a year of entering, 
she became very ill, and 
made her profession pri-
vately, as it was thought 
she was near to death. For 
six years she dictated her 
mystical experiences. She 
died aged 41.  
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you want to 
have others pray for, then please email your intentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confidential prayer line, 

subject to normal safeguarding. 

Saturday Mary Nixon Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Int Ann Wright Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Requiem Mass for Cherri Bailey 

Int Brandon Clark 

Sharon Wood 

Monday Karol Grolik, George & Barbara Connell Friday Eileen Marrow 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  You can also look in at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a live-
stream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the of-
fering to the Mass, and make a Spiritual Communion. 

No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances, 
such as the last Sacraments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at 

fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests quickly. Do not leave messages for 
urgent matters on the parish voicemail. 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest 

alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will be able to be arranged. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 
later (use above email address).  The same can be done for Sanctuary Lamps. Please mark enve-

lopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later. 
We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you 

can please set up a Standing Order or give online (See page 3) 
Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 

would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 
be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video 
aimed at children once a week.  To access the Partner-
ship of Parishes YouTube channel, please search 
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this 
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 
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Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 Club/Biddulph & 
Packmoor 125 Club We will also be halting the  draws 
for four months, and will begin again at the beginning of 
July. All monies paid will be held over till the two clubs  
begin again.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Moss Family 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request 
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are 
closed. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Shirlene Mel-
ody Cruz (Cherri) Ilagan-Bailey. Funeral service on 
Wednesday 27th May at Bradwell Crematorium. 
Also for the soul of Irene Reynolds. Funeral service on 
Thursday 11th June at Biddulph Cemetery. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, as they are restricted 
to the closest family, but please pray for the souls of the dead. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. Please do not call 
or leave messages on the Presbytery/Parish Office num-
ber, as there are specific arrangements in place, and Fr 
Julian is not able to make hospital visits. 

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold at the moment because of 
the travel restrictions. Please pray that he’ll be able to 
return to Spain to finish the pilgrimage in the autumn. 

You can still donate to Teenage Cancer Trust at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

frjuliancamino  
Good news! Thanks mainly to the sponsorship which 

Simon Deaville obtained, we have now gone well over 
£6000 raised. 

You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino 
blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Biddulph foodbank update 
The Foodbank has seen an upturn in 
business this week. We have more 
people coming who are in need, as 
job losses and uncertainty for families 
begins to bite. We have also seen an 
increase in donations locally, with 

local businesses being very generous. If you know anyone 
who needs help, and they cannot access any other vouch-
er issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If anyone 
has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  letterbox 
(around the back side of the meeting room, not the for-
mer presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food will 
then be delivered by volunteers. 

supporting your  parish finan-
cially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work  and 

choose the parish you wish to donate to. 

Good News! Over the last couple of years, while we 
have set up a new SVP in Biddulph, the SVP groups in 
Goldenhill and Kidsgrove both went into abeyance. The 
good news is that the volunteers who have taken part in 
‘St Joseph’s Volunteers’ during the lockdown are now 
looking at setting up a joint SVP for Goldenhill and 
Kidsgrove to keep up the good work. If you are interest-
ed in being part of the group, then please let Fr Julian 
know, and he’ll put you in touch with the group. 

Our Lady of Grace Men’s Group We are going to 
start another series of studies, this time on the Holy Spir-
it. While we can’t meet in real life, we are going to have 
a go at doing these sessions online. If you want to take 
part, please email Fr Julian. First session will be on Fri-
day 29th May at 7pm via Zoom.  



PENTECOST NOVENA 

John 20:19-23 

In the evening of the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, 
‘Peace be with you’, and showed 
them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw the Lord, and he said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 
the Father sent me, so am I sending 
you.’ After saying this he breathed 
on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. For those whose sins you for-
give, they are forgiven; for those 
whose sins you retain, they are re-
tained.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 
KEY VERSE: He breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit" (v.22) 
TO KNOW: The great harvest that Jesus promised (Lk 10:2) had begun at 
Pentecost, which the Jews dedicated to the gathering and offering of the first 
fruits (Hebrew name: Shavuot). The Christian feast of Pentecost, which occurs 
50 days after Easter, marks the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples (Acts 
2:1-4). In John's Gospel, the resurrection, ascension and the descent of the 
Spirit occurred on the same Easter Sunday. It is most likely that the disciples 
were gathered in the upper room where the Last Supper had been held. But 
they were fearful that the emissaries of the Sanhedrin would come to arrest 
them. Upon seeing the Risen Lord, the disciples were overjoyed. Just as the 
breath of God created Adam, the first human being (Gn 2:7), Jesus breathed 
forth the Spirit creating the new people of God, the Church. Empowered by 
the Spirit, Jesus' disciples were sent forth to bring peace through the reconcilia-
tion of sinners. Who is the Holy Spirit? He is the third Person of the Holy Trin-
ity, but more specifically, the love shared by the Father and the Son. “Come, 
Holy Spirit!” is the fundamental prayer of the Church -- in success or failure, 
whether one is young or old, rich or poor. 
TO LOVE: What gift have you received from the Holy Spirit and how well are 
you using it right now? 
TO SERVE: Holy Spirit, help me to bring peace and forgiveness to others.  

This Thursday is the Solemnity of the Ascension. Between Ascension and Pentecost we keep the Pentecost Novena. You are invited to share 
in this Novena, by praying these prayers each day from Friday 22nd to Saturday 30th May. Please pray for the Universal Church, the 
Church’s missions, our Diocese and our parishes. Also pray for your own renewal in the Holy Spirit. There will also be daily reflections on 
the Parishes’ YouTube channel each day of the Novena. 

Our Father…   Hail Mary... 

Glory be…(seven times for the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit) 

Prayer for the Seven Gifts 

Christ Jesus, before ascending into heaven, you promised to send the Holy Spirit to your apostles and disciples. Grant that 
the same Spirit may perfect in our lives the work of your grace and love. Grant us the Spirit of fear of the Lord that we may 
be filled with loving reverence toward you; the Spirit of piety that we might find peace and fulfilment in the service of God 
while serving others; the Spirit of fortitude that we may bear our cross with you and, with courage overcome the obstacles 
that interfere with our salvation; the Spirit of knowledge that we may know you and know ourselves and grow in holiness; 
the Spirit of understanding to enlighten our minds with the light of your truth; the Spirit of counsel that we may choose the 
surest way of doing your will, seeking first the kingdom. Grant us the Spirit of wisdom that we may aspire to the things that 
last forever. Teach us to be your faithful disciples and animate us in every way with your Spirit. Amen.  

Act of Consecration to the Holy Spirit 

On my knees I before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses I offer myself, soul and body to You, Eternal Spirit of God. 
I adore the brightness of Your purity, the unerring keenness of Your justice, and the might of Your love. You are the 
Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. I desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I 
pray with all my heart to be kept from the smallest sin against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that I may 
always watch for Your light, and listen to Your voice, and follow Your gracious inspirations. I cling to You and give myself 
to You and ask You, by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus and looking 
at His Five Wounds, and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring His opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore You, 
Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, to keep me in Your grace that I may never sin against You. Give me grace O Holy 
Spirit, Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You always and everywhere, "Speak Lord for Your servant listens." Amen.  

Pope St John XXIII’s Prayer 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew your wonders in this our day, as by a new Pentecost. Grant to your Church that, being of one 
mind and steadfast in prayer, with Mary the Mother of Jesus, and following the lead of Blessed Peter, it may advance the 
reign of Our Divine Saviour, the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace. Amen. 






